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on the Living and the Dead

Hav

mes of living and dying, of those who
ho learned to befriend death, lhmugrl'n
sculptures, sarcophagi,

This exhibition explores the
learned to live and those wi ne
an array of artworks, including paintings,
and video installations.

Raucher's paintings and sculptures address the concepts of life
and living, while the sarcophagi narrate the artist's engagement
with death. These sarcophagi, featuring painted casting molds,
create an illusion of figures moving in various directions, reflecting
a dialogue between the living and the dead, between the mov?ng
figure within the coffin and the observer. This interaction
symbolizes a form of mourning where the viewer speaks to the
deceased, and the deceased responds in silence, The figures within
these sarcophagi exist in a space beyond time, conversing with us
through dreams, memories, and pain, while also embodying the
perpetual presence of life's end.

Raucher's paintings are life-sized, while her sculptures feature
smaller-than-life figures, inviting viewers to engage closely.
These small, naked figures stand vulnerable before their creator,
exposing existential fragility devoid of erotic undertones.
Their body language conveys uncertainty, search, ambiguity,
detachment, and gender fluidity, prompting a gaze of introspection
towards the essence of ane's existence.

Among the exceptional works are the Bleeding Amazons, which
respond to the violence of the October 7th events. The Amazon
figure embodies three ages: ten, forty, and seventy, symbolizing
a lifespan of seventy years within a single Amazonian body.
Standing 117 cm tall, the sculpture is the height of a ten-year-old
girl, with the figure of a forty-year-old woman on the front and
a seventy-year-old on the back. This combination challenges the
notion that a woman's beauty lies solely in her youth and bloom.
The Amazon's head is modeled after the Roman goddess Venus,
symbolizing beauty, purity, love, and generosity. Her figure
echoes the Statue of Liberty that symbolized the liberal values
of life, liberty, and equality irrespective of race, religion, or sex.
Since then, feminist values have been added, including a woman's
fight to her own body and the prohibition of sexual harassment
and rape. On October 7, 2023, the benevolent Amazon became
the victim of a brutal assault. She lost her inherent optimism and
began to bleed. She can be seen as a metaphor for the endangered
humanistic values of the West.

Th'e paintings- are paraphrases of masterworks that the artist
reflnterpret? with humor. The artist invites the viewer on a journey
jc:j compasfs:on, teaching them not to fear death but to embraceit, a
urney of acceptance and humor. It is a li i i

i liberating and comforting
II;\;aL‘ltc_her'slpainungs reinterpret masterpiece works with humor,
5 :b L:Eev:::ﬁ:s u; :\ Journey of compassion, urging them lr;
¢ and find humor and acceptan in i

Journey offers liberation and relief, gL
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a Raucher at the Artists' House in Tel Aviv

Hava Raucher is the recipient of the 2023 Becky Dekel Prigg .
Contemporary Art, awarded by the Association for Research ..
Art, Women and Gender. The Dekel Prize judges cited Raych,
as a model activist artist who has demonstrated determinatio
courage, and consistency, forging a distinctive and consiste
voice in the Israeli art world. Raucher has made the struggle ;
the visibility of the older female body in the public sphere a can i
focus of her artistic priorities. In doing so, she has Chaue”ge;;}[
repressive and fixed repertoire of gender and age perceptions,
Raucher's exhibitions, presented consistently over many years,
have garnered numerous interpretive and critical reviews, Hey
aesthetic contributions have resonated culturally and textually,
and she has influenced generations of younger artists who are
now active in the art world.

Zivi Berman is an art curator and researcher, Chair of the Board of

the Association for Research on Art, Women and Gender in Israe|
and a PhD candidate at the Sorbonne University in Paris.

Curated by: Zivi Berman




